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The original settlements, known as "Hayden's Ferry,” and “San Pablo, were founded by 
1871.  Twenty-three years later, on November 26, 1894, the "Town of Tempe" was incorpo-
rated.  On November 17, 1929, Tempe was recognized as the "City of Tempe.”  Thirty-five 
years later, on October 19, 1964, Tempe became a "Charter City.” 

Demographic History 
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Governments (MAG) Projections

Population growth during the 1990's has been different from the "boom" years between 
1950 and 1985.  In spite of being land-locked, Tempe's policymakers are strongly commit-
ted to diversifying its employment base, expanding its commercial development opportuni-
ties, and maintaining established residential neighborhoods. 
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Census 
Tract

Total 
Population

18 Years & 
Over

55 Years & 
Over

Median Age
Working 

Population
Student 

Population
Retired 

Population
318400 3390 2494 466 30.1 1690 721 288
318501 3471 2700 630 31.6 1653 758 378
318502 2220 1935 325 29.1 1178 506 178
318600 2 2 0 37.5 2 0 0
318700 3053 2965 20 19.6 295 2636 13
318800 6129 5003 313 26 3342 1448 166
318900 6611 5471 988 29.9 3438 1546 626
319000 3959 3674 288 22 1026 2474 178
319100 13147 11809 438 23.9 4986 5629 257
319200 8712 7010 746 26.6 4439 1906 449
319300 1947 1345 359 30.1 788 480 213
319401 6026 4750 1210 33.4 3080 1242 650
319402 4520 3464 894 37.2 2220 1026 486
319403 5183 3984 938 32.3 2503 1231 509
319404 3551 2895 1172 42.6 1563 578 905
319500 5886 4594 1016 31.5 2891 1382 566
319600 5735 4632 1214 33.2 2580 1336 760
319702 7623 5735 717 29.4 3903 1480 391
319703 3244 2726 1271 44.3 1173 435 1064
319704 1183 876 206 31 485 276 126
319800 7025 5550 918 28.1 3551 1532 549
319902 2827 2116 517 34.3 1359 588 402
319903 6293 5037 1084 34.6 3221 1445 512
319904 5591 4209 949 36.3 2835 1261 463
319905 5502 4037 803 34.7 2880 1209 453
319906 3159 2385 369 34.3 1724 677 150
319907 7562 5303 856 36.7 3620 2034 414
319908 2436 1857 327 33.1 1388 483 163
320001 9304 7160 638 28.7 5252 1848 347
522709 1540 1060 102 31 807 290 47
522720 6990 4635 682 36.4 3269 2115 326

Total: 153821 121413 20456 73141 40572 12029

Percent: 100.0% 78.9% 16.8% 47.5% 26.4% 7.8%

1995 1990 1980 1970
29.3 28.4 25.3 22.7

Median Age By 
Census Year 

Population Characteristics 
 

1995 Special Census 
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 1995 Census Tract Map 
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The 1995 Special Census Survey included only 19 questions. Some information from the 1990 
Decennial Census is not available in the Mid-Decade Special Census. This report lists only infor-
mation from the 1995 Special Census unless otherwise noted. 

Population Gender & Race 
 

1995 Special Census 

Total Male Female White Black A. Indian Asian Other

318400 3,390 1,747 1,643 2,248 31 57 102 16 936 2,454

318501 3,471 1,749 1,722 2,638 63 56 148 12 554 2,917

318502 2,220 1,195 1,025 1,844 28 35 64 20 229 1,991

318600 2 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 2

318700 3,053 1,586 1,467 2,491 99 53 141 16 253 2,800

318800 6,129 3,457 2,672 3,683 306 223 264 58 1,595 4,534

318900 6,611 3,626 2,985 4,989 186 101 187 66 1,082 5,529

319000 3,959 2,015 1,944 3,345 123 62 126 27 276 3,683

319100 13,147 7,561 5,586 7,827 447 320 2,137 243 2,173 10,974

319200 8,712 4,919 3,793 5,253 363 247 323 83 2,443 6,269

319300 1,947 991 956 811 56 42 41 23 974 973

319401 6,026 3,026 3,000 4,855 234 55 146 71 665 5,361

319402 4,520 2,417 2,103 3,808 77 17 144 26 448 4,072

319403 5,183 2,600 2,583 3,965 150 87 209 64 708 4,475

319404 3,551 1,668 1,883 3,068 71 29 64 7 312 3,239

319500 5,886 3,002 2,884 4,955 122 46 182 48 533 5,353

319600 5,735 2,901 2,834 4,607 130 89 217 98 594 5,141

319702 7,623 3,886 3,737 5,100 494 193 320 45 1,471 6,152

319703 3,244 1,528 1,716 2,523 156 45 47 36 437 2,807

319704 1,183 646 537 762 46 71 27 20 257 926

319800 7,025 3,653 3,372 5,124 339 122 251 90 1,099 5,926

319902 2,827 1,356 1,471 2,199 63 17 62 33 453 2,374

319903 6,293 3,279 3,014 5,296 202 41 233 54 467 5,826

319904 5,591 2,842 2,749 4,606 125 33 132 67 628 4,963

319905 5,502 2,744 2,758 4,420 151 38 268 60 565 4,937

319906 3,159 1,603 1,556 2,651 91 10 156 18 233 2,926

319907 7,562 3,907 3,655 6,518 103 20 354 48 519 7,043

319908 2,436 1,245 1,191 1,925 113 18 64 25 291 2,145

320001 9,304 4,750 4,554 6,390 524 173 401 82 1,734 7,570

522709 1,540 758 782 1,184 31 1 111 11 202 1,338

522720 6,990 3,509 3,481 6,120 85 14 286 39 446 6,544

Tempe: 153,821 80,167 73,654 115,207 5,009 2,315 7,207 1,506 22,577 131,244

Total 

Hispanic

Total Non. 

Hispanic

Census 

Tracts
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 1995 Census Tract Map 

Ray 
Rd

Warner 
Rd

Elliot Rd

Guadalupe 
Rd

Baseline 
Rd

I-10

Southern Ave

Broadway 
Rd

University 
Dr

R
ur

al
 R

d

P
ric

e 
R

d

M
cC

lin
to

ck
 D

r

K
yr

en
e 

R
d

P
rie

st
 D

r
Curry Rd

Apache Blvd

Van Buren St

48
th

 S
t

S.P. 
R.R.

Western 
Canal

3N

9N

10N 11N

13N
18N

14N15N16N17N

20N 21N 22N 23N 24N

19N

30N

31N

25N26N27N28N29N

32N 33N 34N 35N 36N

1S2S
3S

4S

5S

8S

9S 10S 11S 12S

13S14S15S16S17S

20S 21S 22S 23S 24S

0 1 
mile

Scale

1/2

McKellips Rd

Rio Salado 
Pkwy

Salt River Channel 
Red Mountain Freeway

I-
10

Price Freeway

Pima Freeway

3186.00

3184.003187.003188.00

3197.04
3189.00 3191.00 3192.00

3193.

31
94

.0
43194.033195.00

3196.00

3197.02

3197.03

3198.00 3194.01 3194.02

3199.043199.033199.02

3200.01
3199.08 3199.05 3199.06

3199.07

5227.20

31
85

.0
2

00

5227.09

3190.00

3185.00



 

6 

Race and Age Groups 
 

1995 Special Census 

Note: The category "Hispanic Origin" does not denote a race. In 1995, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau included the Hispanic population as part of the "White" and "Other" categories. The 
pie graph above presents that percentage after subtracting the Hispanic population from 
the White and the Other populations. The 1995 Special Census did not provide further eth-
nic listing from the Hispanic population or any other group. 

Tempe has a relatively young 
population, with the 5 to 21 
year old age group compris-
ing 26.4% of the total popula-
tion. The largest age group is 
from the 22 to 54 year olds 
with 54.5%. The median age 
for Tempe in 1995 was 29.3 
(one year increase since the 
1990 Census). Census Tract 
3187 had the youngest popu-
lation with a median age of 
19.6 and Census Tract 
3197.03 had the oldest with a 
median age of 44.3. 

55 to 59
(3.5%)

60 to 74
(6.8%)

75 & Over 
(3.0%)

Under 5
(5.8%)

22 to 54 (54.5%)

5 to 17
(15.3%)

Age Groups 

Race and Hispanic Origin 

Black (3.2%)

American Indian 
(1.5%)

Asian (4.7%)

Other (1.0%)

Hispanic Origin
(14.7%)

White
(89.6%)



7 

 Persons by Place of Birth 

According to the 1990 Census survey, 28.8% of Tempe residents were born in the Midwest, 
followed by Arizona born residents with 27.1%. The two other major United States regions 
that contribute to Tempe's population are the West 15.8% and from the Northeast 10.5%. 
Additionally, 7.2% of Tempe's residents were foreign born. Finally, listed in the 1990 Cen-
sus are residents born in the U.S. outlying areas and Puerto Rico with 1.3%. 

14,864
40,84522,448

13,098

38,457

Tempe
The 38,457 persons born 
in Arizona include those 
born in Tempe.

1,891 Tempe 
residents are 
from the outlying 
U.S. areas and 
Puerto Rico.

West
Midwest

South

Northeast

10,262 Tempe 
residents are 
foreign-born 
residents.
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1999 Population/Dwelling Units 

Group Qtr Dwelling Group Qtr Dwelling

     Section Population* Population Unitŝ       Section Population* Population Units^
3 N 3,740 1 1,596 1 S 5,441 19 1,976
9 N 3 0 1 2 S 6,654 92 2,769

10 N 2,386 0 1,027 3 S 3,045 320 1,184

11 N 3,061 0 1,316 4 S 6,131 0 2,723

13 N 359 0 177 5 S 3 0 1

14 N 0 0 0 8 S 0 0 0

15 N 3,173 2,436 360 9 S 5,874 0 2,750

16 N 6,651 6 3,235 10 S 2,371 7 994

17 N 613 0 245 11 S 5,750 8 2,168

18 N 694 0 336 12 S 3,614 130 1,452

19 N 1,716 0 713 13 S 2,670 0 991

20 N 3 0 1 14 S 2,303 0 839

21 N 7,234 18 2,830 15 S 3,488 0 1,237

22 N 4,528 2,019 1,019 16 S 3 0 1

23 N 13,645 1,063 6,261 17 S 0 0 0

24 N 8,680 59 4,172 20 S 6 0 2

25 N 5,087 4 2,048 21 S 1,497 0 531

26 N 5,949 0 2,423 22 S 3,736 0 1,325

27 N 6,200 7 2,525 23 S 1,190 0 422

28 N 0 0 0 24 S 1,706 0 638

29 N 545 9 190       Subtotal 55,482 576 22,003

30 N 1,616 0 573

31 N 3,462 1,148 1,654

32 N 3,971 0 1,769 Total Population: 163,626
33 N 7,594 6 3,428 Total Dwelling Units: 67,087
34 N 7,025 8 3,169 Number of Households: 65,118
35 N 5,870 9 2,375 Persons/Occupied Unit: 2.46
36 N 4,341 6 1,641

      Subtotal 108,145 6,799 45,084

The population of Tempe tends to fluctuate up or down in accordance with the Arizona State University school year.  Normally, 
during the summer, multi-family housing catering to students in Tempe have higher vacancy rates, rates go down to about 3%-
5%.  Since over 50% of the housing inventory in Tempe is multi-family (apartments, townhouses, condominiums, and mobile 
homes), a small increase or decrease in the vacancy rates during the summer or school year reflects a loss or gain of 4,000 to 
5,000 people.  Traditionally, this report uses the 4th quarter vacancy rates (December) which reflects lower vacancy rates, 
primarily in the multi-family housing sector.

*  Includes Group Quarter Population
^ ASU Dorms/Fraternities not included

Note: Households are the number of estimated occupied units, single family 
or multifamily.

Source: City of Tempe Land Use Inventory, December 1998.
Phoenix Metro Housing Study, 2nd & 4th qtrs. 1997 vacancy rates.
Residential Units Completed, July, 1989 to December 1998.
Persons Per Housing Type, 1995 Special Census.

South
Tempe

1.0%
2.0%
5.0%
11.0%

Unit
Type

Single Family
TH/PH/Condos:

Multifamily
Mobile Homes

North
Tempe

2.0%
2.0%
4.0%
11.0%

Vacancy Rates

Vacant
Units

451
167

1,053
298

Household
Size

(Persons/Unit)

2.87
2.12
2.04
2.23

Population Estimations Reference Table
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Population Projections Year 2020 

Group Qtr Dwelling Group Qtr Dwelling

     Section Population* Population Units^       Section Population* Population Units^

3 N 3,740 1 1,596 1 S 5,533 19 1,982

9 N 0 0 0 2 S 6,719 92 2,723

10 N 2,400 0 1,027 3 S 3,073 48 1,184

11 N 3,595 0 1,597 4 S 6,223 0 2,741

13 N 0 0 0 5 S 0 0 0

14 N 1,940 0 900 8 S 0 0 0

15 N 6,628 2,436 2,100 9 S 6,517 0 3,050

16 N 9,681 6 4,734 10 S 2,395 7 994

17 N 615 0 245 11 S 5,952 8 2,180

18 N 698 0 336 12 S 3,672 100 1,439

19 N 2,422 0 1,060 13 S 2,698 0 991

20 N 0 0 0 14 S 2,321 0 838

21 N 7,238 18 2,828 15 S 4,347 0 1,125

22 N 5,931 3,419 1,016 16 S 0 0 0

23 N 14,200 1,063 7,018 17 S 0 0 0

24 N 10,287 59 4,926 20 S 0 0

25 N 5,099 4 2,046 21 S 1,617 120 531

26 N 5,973 0 2,423 22 S 3,736 0 1,325

27 N 6,224 7 2,526 23 S 1,179 0 418

28 N 0 0 0 24 S 1,708 0 638

29 N 545 9 190     Subtotal 57,690 394 22,159

30 N 1,616 0 573

31 N 3,476 1,148 1,654

32 N 3,981 0 1,769 Total Population: 178,918
33 N 7,626 6 3,436 Total Dwelling Units: 73,344
34 N 7,071 8 3,169

35 N 5,893 9 2,375

36 N 4,349 6 1,641

     Subtotal 121,228 8,199 51,185

Population Estimations Reference Table

*  Includes Group Quarter Population
^ ASU Dorms/Fraternities not included

Assumptions are based on existing zoning patterns and General Plan 2020 
projected land use.

Source: City of Tempe Land Use Inventory, December 1998.
Persons Per Housing Type, 1995 Special Census.
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 Year 2020 Projections 
 

Population/Dwelling Units by Section 
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Maricopa Association of 
Governments MAG 

Tempe Total Resident Population 
by Regional Analysis Zone (RAZ) 

April 1, 1990 
Census Year 2000 Year 2010 Year 2020

MAG RAZ 288 49,216 58,690 64,114 72,753

MAG RAZ 297 47,840 51,302 51,302 51,326

MAG RAZ 308 45,367 55,317 59,353 59,387

TOTAL MPA 142,423 164,256 174,769 183,466

Note: The Maricopa Association 
of Governments uses Regional 
Analysis Zones (RAZ) and Traffic 
Analysis Zones (TAZ) in housing, 
population and employment pro-
jections. The Municipal Planning 
Area (MPA) includes the city lim-
its plus any County islands within 
its boundaries. See the map on 
page 15 for the Regional Analy-
sis Zones. These projections are 
based on existing policies and 
subject to updates in future 
years. 

Population Estimates  
 

& Projections 

The City of Tempe, with other cities in Maricopa County, is a member of the Maricopa As-
sociation of Governments (MAG). Tempe is responsible for providing MAG with housing 
information on a quarterly basis. The housing information consists of houses completed or 
ready for occupancy. MAG uses these numbers to estimate the housing and population 
totals for the annual July 1 Population Report required by the Arizona Department of Eco-
nomic Security (DES), under Executive Order 95-2. DES is in charge of the State and all 
15 Counties' population estimates and projections. MAG has the responsibility of assuring 
that Maricopa County obtains the most accurate population estimates and projections of 
municipalities, towns and unincorporated areas within Maricopa County. 
 
From April 1, 1990 to July 1, 1999, Tempe added a total of 17,227 residents to its popula-
tion, reflecting an annual growth rate of 1.6%.  Although Tempe's population share of the 
County's total has decreased slightly from 5.92% in 1997 to 5.67%, 1999 was a fair year 
for single family homes and apartment units. The 1998 Statistical Report reflects the 1995 
Special Census adjustments. 
 
The tables below show population numbers since the April 1, 1990 Decennial Census and 
actual population estimations and projections to the year 2020: 

 April 1, 
1990 

Census

July 1 
1991

July 1 
1992

July 1 
1993

July 1 
1994

July 1 
1995

July 1 
1996

July 1 
1997

July 1 
1998

July 1 
1999

Tempe 141,993 144,375 147,030 148,470 150,615 153,325 156,000 158,135 159,220 162,105

Maricopa 
County

2,122,101 2,181,950 2,233,700 2,291,200 2,355,900 245,525 2,634,625 2,720,575 2,806,100 298,106
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 Regional Analysis Zone (RAZ) 
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Tempe’s Median Household Income:    $36,049 

The income reported on the table above is derived from answers to the 1995 Special Cen-
sus questionnaire on money received in calendar year 1994. The Household Income in-
cludes money made by the head of household and all other persons 15 years old and over 
in the household,  whether related to the household or not. Census Tract 3186 has only one 
household, therefore, income information was not disclosed. 

 Census 
Tract 

 Total 
Households 

 Median 
Household 
Income ($) 

 Under 
$9,999 

 $10,000- 
$14,999 

 $15,000- 
$29,999 

 $30,000- 
$39,999 

 $40,000- 
$59,999 

 $60,000+  Not Reported 

318400 1,304 28,090 109 122 283 156 190 100 344

318501 1,503 25,174 131 130 350 147 156 86 503

318502 996 36,076 114 48 156 79 147 188 264

318600 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

318700 316 11,250 75 17 25 11 25 10 153

318800 2,950 20,333 452 363 738 337 237 80 743

318900 2,726 30,562 199 194 533 338 395 231 836

319000 942 33,402 82 51 139 97 149 92 332

319100 5,702 15,535 1,195 744 1,053 423 377 177 1,733

319200 3,846 21,933 564 419 878 380 403 168 1,034

319300 653 24,226 41 56 128 65 44 19 300

319401 2,280 43,360 80 68 294 282 469 425 662

319402 1,590 51,144 28 43 128 143 330 401 517

319403 1,982 39,945 122 110 277 183 332 358 600

319404 1,501 47,239 26 36 163 156 305 312 503

319500 2,316 39,000 122 107 360 275 448 361 643

319600 2,458 37,261 167 140 324 241 356 384 846

319702 3,053 32,798 152 153 617 461 487 232 951

319703 1,595 25,415 118 178 321 164 181 73 560

319704 419 28,878 28 29 68 51 40 23 180

319800 2,966 31,354 199 182 593 347 447 274 924

319902 1,018 41,911 24 54 133 135 248 145 279

319903 2,562 48,769 105 64 266 243 511 637 736

319904 1,946 50,640 14 36 173 202 461 491 569

319905 2,043 49,122 36 40 234 220 453 524 536

319906 1,192 67,844 6 9 37 64 192 445 439

319907 2,488 79,459 9 17 71 83 356 1,241 711

319908 944 42,188 16 34 125 134 215 143 277

320001 4,050 36,659 159 171 744 654 830 461 1,031

522709 514 65,124 0 6 15 19 122 231 121

522720 2,221 81,583 14 12 41 63 293 1,067 731

Tempe 60,077 1,186,274 4,387 3,633 9,267 6,153 9,199 9,379 18,059

Income Characteristics 
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